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SPONSORS
The Historical Society of Michigan recognizes the 
following organizations for providing generous 
support of Michigan History Day.
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History
COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES

Central Michigan University will 
host our next in-person contest.

COLLEGE & University  
SPONSORS
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THE BEST ENTRY IN MICHIGAN HISTORY
Sponsored by The Meijer Foundation

THE BEST ENTRY IN USE OF PRIMARY SOURCES
Sponsored by the Michigan Archival Association

THE BEST ENTRY IN USE OF FAMILY HISTORY
Sponsored by the Michigan Genealogical Council

THE BEST ENTRY IN USE OF NEWSPAPERS
Sponsored by the Clarke Historical Library, Central Michigan University

THE JAMES CAMPBELL AWARD FOR BEST USE OF ORAL HISTORY
Sponsored by the Michigan Oral History Association

THE BEST ENTRY IN AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY
Sponsored by the Merze Tate Travel Writers

THE ELLY PETERSON AWARD FOR MICHIGAN WOMEN’S HISTORY
Sponsored by Michigan Women Forward HERStory

THE BEST ENTRY IN NAVAL OR MARITIME HISTORY
Sponsored by the Continental Commandery of the Naval Order of the United States

BEST USE OF ECONOMIC HISTORY OR IMPACT
Sponsored by The Huntington Foundation

THE SAM BRECK AWARD FOR BEST ENTRY IN RAILROAD HISTORY
Sponsored by the Michigan Railroad History Conference

Special Awards
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Senior Group 
Documentary

Chernobyl Disaster	
	 Cole Griffin, Isaac Daavettila, Matthew 	
     Jokela, Max Petaja

Debate and Diplomacy—The Duel that 
Shaped American Political Disputes: 
Hamilton Burr	
	 Andrew Deem, Elijah Fenstermaker, 	   	
     Ezekiel Fenstermaker, Layton Dennis

Radium Girls: Illuminating the Truth of 
America’s Death Cure	
	 Lauren Bartlett, Lauryn Daugherty, Tessa 	
     Hosier

The Cuban Missile Crisis
	 Danny Marcotte, Gabe Popko, Jackson 	
     Lister, Mason Holzberger, Samuel Roberts

The Rosenberg Trials: The Climax of the 
Red Scare	
	 Hazel Hysell, Isabelle Schrauben

The Rwandan Genocide
	 AJ Macon, Kayla Kelly, Nakayla Stinson, Sky 	
     Evans-Martin

SENIOR DIVISION
Senior Individual 
Documentary
Agreement on the Cessation of Hostiles 
in Vietnam: Geneva Accords	
	 Savannah Brinkmeier

Mamie Till: “The Whole World Needs to 
See”	
	 Tabi Newberry

Playing for the People: Van Cliburn, the 
Cold War, and Cultural Diplomacy	
	 Laura Thielman

The AIDS Epidemic—A Fate Worse Than 
Death	
	 Jade O’Dell

Why Lose When You Can Win? How 
Failure of Diplomacy Led to Debate 
About the Vietnam War	
	 Zackary Howey

Women Who Used Debate to Effect 
Change	

	 Lauren Kowalewski
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SENIOR DIVISION
Senior Individual Exhibit
Radium Girls	
	 Leandra Swanson

Rigorous Debate, Diplomatic Failure, and 
America’s Worst Day: The Road to Pearl 
Harbor	

	 Jack Ducote

The Watergate Scandal	

	 Emily Truman

The Working Women of WWII	

	 Hannah Truman

To the Moon and Back: America and the 
Soviet Union’s Race to Space	

	 Taylor Frazier

Senior Group Exhibit
Debate and Diplomacy: The Acquisition 
and Creation of the Panama Canal	
	 Myles Daugherty, Nic Sheppard

Henry Box Brown	
	 Elise Wylie, Lena Miner, Paige Pawell

Iran-Contra Affair	
	 Aleksandrs Presnikovs, Alex Mcintosh, 	
     SaVod Worthington, Tee Chamniturakan

September 11, 2001
	 Ethan Davis, Maddie Houtman, Molly 	
     Kramer

The Brink of Nuclear Destruction	
	 Calvin Mccloskey, Hunter Kuusinen, 	      	
     Sophia DePaul, Ty Norris

The Debates that Fueled a Revolution
	 Alisha Gentz, Faith Aloia, Frankie 		
     Palazzolo, Vanessa Ellis

The GI Bill of 1944 Did Not Bring Riches 
to All	
	 Ethan Williams, Micheal Gonzalez, Shaun 	
     Pugsley

The Progression of Child Labor	
	 Alyssa Yiirs, Cameran McGowan, Maddison 	
     Fox
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Senior Paper	

Cherokee Relocation in the 1830s: The 
Debate and Lasting Consequences for a 
Native People
	 Andreanna Ulery

Roe v. Wade
	 Elizabeth Daron

Silent Spring or Noisy Summer: The 
Environmental Debate Over Rachel 
Carson’s Silent Spring
	 Jiawei Chen

The Dawn of Democracy: An Analysis of 
the Treaty of Rome and the Creation of 
the EEC
	 David Yun

The Gospel of Wealth: An Evaluation of 
Andrew Carnegie’s Perspective—and 
Privilege
	 Claire Swadling

The Jungle of the Meatpacking Industry: 
How Congressional Debate Prompted 
Increased Federal Regulations
	 Eric Shan

Senior Individual 
Performance	

I’m a Soldier Too—You Either Need Us or 
You Don’t: The Debate Over Women in 
Combat
	 Megan LeaTrea

One Loved Power: The Diplomatic 
Legacy of Madame Chiang Kai-shek
	 Alison Chen

Senior Group 
Performance	

San Antonio ISD v. Rodriguez: Shaping 
the Future of Public Education
	 Hannah Hysell, Josephine Marsh, Mary 	
     Catherine Riley

Wilson, Lodge, and the League of 
Nations: American Debate Stifles Global 
Diplomacy
	 Denim Scott, Gabriella Tonn, Mitch 	     	
     Nummer, Natalie Watson, Nolan Pieprzyk

SENIOR DIVISION
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Senior Individual 
Website	
A President’s Downfall: Saturday Night 
Massacre
	 Savannah Bentley

Black Civil Rights: A Battle Between 
Citizens and Government
	 Abigail Gusway

Broken Diplomacy: How the White Rose 
Led Their Debate Till Death
	 Mercedes Cross

Failed Diplomacy: The Gentlemen’s 
Agreement of 1907
	 Amelia Chen

The Colville Confederation of Tribes and 
the Debate Over Tribal Sovereignty
	 Kirk Wohlfield Jr.

The Discussions and Outcomes of the 
Tenerife Crash
	 Sahiti Sushmitha Midithuri

Senior Group Website	
Madam C.J. Walker
	 Chloe Daniels, Jenna Beaudoin

The Hindenburg Disaster
	 Carter Barker, Josh Beck

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act
	 Samuel Nieuwenhuis, Trey Testini

SENIOR DIVISION
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Junior Individual 
Documentary	

America Entering World War II	
	 Evi Burtt

Heal the Hole: Debate and Diplomacy in 
the London Amendment	
	 Ryeo-Won Kim

Hitler’s Rise to Power	
	 Malina Space

Project 100,000: Debating the Ethics of 
Lowering Military Service Qualifications
	 Henry Chen

The Berlin Airlift: The Debates Between 
Political Leaders and Their Impact on the 
People	
	 Aisha Shaik

The Laws of Jim Crow: Suppression of 
Equal Rights Leading to Civil Rights	
	 Nynla Jones

The Story of Acceptance Without 
Exception: The Stonewall Riots’ Effect on 
the Gay Rights Movement	
	 Iniya Kumar

The Treaty of Versailles: A Massive 
Diplomatic Oversight	
	 Jacob Kaczmarek

Junior Group 
Documentary	

Fighting for the Right to Learn: The 
Education Act of 1972	
	 Jocie Dubbink, Kiersten Chalupa

Jane Addams and Florence Kelley on 
Child Labor	
	 Charlotte Harper, Eisley Park

The Berlin Wall: The Fight for Democracy
	 Chloe Nellenbach, Leah Smith, Sarah 	
     Hudson, Tori Smith

The Creation of the Entertainment 
Software Rating Board	
	 Maia Alman, Noah Ralph

The Salem Witch Trials: Ergotism	
	 Kayliana Howard, Sophia McKay, Teagan 	
     Kelly

The Toledo War and It’s Unforeseen 
Impacts	
	 Ethan Rademacher, Samuel Tursman

The Toledo War: The War That Wasn’t a 
War	
	 Abbigail Kinsey, Corbin Thomas

Women’s Suffrage	
	 Chloe Ewing, Grace Smith

JUNIOR DIVISION
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Junior Individual 
Exhibit	

Afghan War
	 Shaw Dressman

British Suffragettes
	 Paige Davis

Controversial Commentary: The Appeal 
to the Christian Women of the South
	 Samantha Dykstra

Expansion vs. Removal
	 Dawson Payne

First Televised Political Debate
	 Cole Kiczenski

Gandhi Shakes the World: The Story of 
the Salt March
	 Mina Boekestein

Indian Removal Act
	 Maja Sienkowski

Night of Terror: Debate and Diplomacy 
in the Suffragettes’ Movement to Gain 
Equal Rights
	 Gertrude Hermann-Wilmarth

Rosie the Riveter
	 Megan Hemenway

Second Class Gender: Erasing the 
Legacy of Egypt’s Most Powerful Female 
Pharaoh
	 Isabelle Sullivan

The Barbary Wars—America Debates 
the Use of Force and Takes Its First 
Diplomatic Steps To End Piracy In the 
Mediterranean
	 Sam Edmonds

The Child Labor Act of 1916
	 Monique Oliver

The Compromise of 1850: Moral Debate 
with the Fugitive Slave Act
	 Mitchell Millard

The Greensboro Four
	 Charlotte Cedoz

The Peacemaker of South Africa
	 Bhavna Jonnadula

Van Gogh’s Last Stroke
	 Kamina Furman

Women’s Rights
	 Reece LePior

Women’s Suffrage
	 Reese Zellar

JUNIOR DIVISION
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Junior Group Exhibit	
Child Labor Act
	 Anna Gobel, Grace Lobb

Cuban Missile Crisis
	 Danielle Nowicki, Wyatt McElory

Eradicating the Invisible Assassin: The 
Creation of the Smallpox Vaccine
	 Aneko Nichol, Katelyn Frazier, Nicolas 	
     Durnell

From Rows to Locs: How The Natural Hair 
Movement Rocks Societal Norms
	 Nuraina Williams, Tim Kruszynski

Marilyn Monroe: Murder or Suicide
	 Ella Hughes, Marissa Parks, Sydney 	     	
     McCure

Second Wave Feminism and the 
Vietnam War
	 Kourtney Cifka, Leah Woods, Olivia Deir, 	
     Willow Danis

The 19th Amendment: The Fight for the 
Women’s Right to Vote
	 Addison Timmer, Drew Olney

The Civil Rights Act of 1964
	 Lauren Tester, Natalie Koon

The Debate and Diplomacy of the 
Seneca Falls Convention
	 Alivia Allman, Liv Howard, Mia Crotty, 	
     Reese Matzka

The Divide: Dissent Within the Women’s 
Suffrage Movement
	 Lauren Johnson, Mckenna Wilcox

 
 

JUNIOR DIVISION
The Fall of the Berlin Wall
	 Andy Berglund, Benjamin Potter, Hayes 	
     O’Brien, Sam Uchytil

The Forgotten War
	 Aubrey Heffner, Jayla Keno

The Korean Armistice
	 Bhavisha Santhoshkumar, Hrudya Pingili, 	
     Sei Park

The March on Washington: Paving the 
Way for Justice and Equality
	 Gabby Liggett, Karli Dechnik

The Potsdam Declaration and the 
Surrender of Japan—How the Use of an 
Atomic Bomb Brought World War II to a 
Close
	 Izzy Monville, Veehan Chokshi

The Salt March
	 Aymaan Savanth, Eden Coppler, Jaylen 	
     Bates, Kayden Kelly

The Treaty of Versailles
	 Darrian McKinney, Evan Frowner

Tipping the Dominos: The Tonkin Gulf 
Resolution
	 Colden Jones, Matthew Leatherman

Title IX
	 Ainsley Lintner, Nevaeh LeConte

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
	 Jude Balding, Will Lindsay

U.S. and French Relations
	 David Dee, Kate Zuidersma

12



13

Junior Paper	
Alice Paul and the National Woman’s 
Party: The Fight for the Nineteenth 
Amendment
	 Lauren Hatto

Brown v. Board of Education: To 
Segregate or Not to Segregate
	 Brandon Jones

Continental Congress
	 Stirling Victor

Debate and Diplomacy That Shaped the 
Modern World: The Peace of Westphalia
	 Luke Sauer

Debate and Diplomacy: The Great Auto 
Strike of General Motors in 1945 and 1946
	 Giavanna Munafo

Diplomacy Got Debated—The Treaty Of 
Versailles
	 Yathaarth Poddar

Dorothea Dix’s Debate to Pass Her Bill for 
the Benefit of the Indigent Insane
	 Bridget Belden

Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl: A New 
Perspective on Slavery
	 Vada Brasington

Looks Not Brains: The Lasting Effects 
of the Kennedy-Nixon Debates and 
Presidential Race on Modern Debate and 
Diplomacy
	 Robbie Frank

Pigs, Potatoes, Politics, and Peace: 
Diplomacy in the Pig War of 1859
	 Wilson Lin

The Battle of Gettysburg
	 Ibraheem Adeyemi

The Case Against the Death Penalty
	 Brett Ziminski

The Constitutional Convention: The 
Debate of the U.S.
	 Lauren Klawon

The Impact of “The Federalist”
	 Katelyn Popp

The Stamp Act
	 Andrew Coyer

The Tea Party
	 Daniel Doyle

The Treaty of Versailles: One of the 
Biggest Mistakes in History
	 Owen Kusnier

Treaty of Brest-Litovsk
	 Isaac Gleason

When a Treaty Starts a New War: The 
Diplomatic Failure of the Treaty of 
Versailles
	 Atul Ganesh

Women’s Suffrage—Why Women 
Deserved Their Natural Right
	 Leila Sundararajan

JUNIOR DIVISION
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Junior Individual 
Performance	

Big Annie: Leading the Way in Copper 
Country
	 Victoria Moody

Debate and Diplomacy in the Cuban 
Missile Crisis
	 Koben Panse

The Truth About Angela Davis: An 
Innocent Woman Locked Away
	 Xeniah Murray

Junior Group 
Performance	
Blast From the Past: The 1980 Olympic 
Boycott
	 Cameron Custance, Emily Wooten-	     	
     Gargano, Matthew Robinson, Melanie 	
      Seifert

Debate of the First National Bank
	 Aiyana Taskey, Will Spranger, Zander 	
     Mullins

Homestead Act
	 Ella Shepley, Kinley Dillon, Lily Knaffla, 	
     Luke Benish

Jazz
	 Michah Way, Paige Stoll, Rose Spriks

Marbury v. Madison
	 Jonathan Munoz-Mejia, Kamiya Williams, 	
     Quinn Correa

JUNIOR DIVISION
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Order in the Court! The Debate of Same 
Sex Marriage in America
	 Leah Becker, Ruby Peterson

Strengthening the Suffragette 
Movement: The 9th Resolution
	 Abigail Houghton, Andrew Kohl, Eleanor 	
     Bachert, Owen Munch, Saydi Kiley

The Room Where It Happened: The Paris 
Peace Conference
	 Aurora Quinn, Lucila Drelles, Maisy 	     	
     Newton, Patrick Marks

The Success, Failures, and Consequences 
of Elizabeth Blackwell: How Elizabeth 
Blackwell Paved the Way for Female 
Physicians
	 Adelae Nelesen, Emma Dykstra, Lilly Shev
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Junior Individual 
Website	

Alcohol vs. Temperance—The Great 
Prohibition Debate
	 Sophie Amberg

All About D-Day
	 Tyler Lyons

“City Lost to Urban Development”: 
Debate and Diplomacy in Detroit History
	 Jasmyn Mitchell

D-Day
	 Tyler Jurhs

Flying Free: The Convention for the 
Protection of Migratory Birds Treaty of 
1916
	 Brent Wohlfield

Lewis and Clark Expedition
	 Alex Lamphier

Photography and the Vietnam War
	 Addie DeGood

Providing a Passage: The U.S., Panama, 
and America’s Rise to Power
	 Isabella Causie

Rosie the Riveter—Women in the 
Workforce
	 Alex Macko

The Debate: Weinberger v. Wiesenfeld
	 Quinn Schemenauer

The Fall of The Berlin Wall
	 Claire Jones

The Grand Rapids Equal Franchise Club
	 Noelle West

The Great Compromise: Why It Was 
Needed and the Impacts
	 Jennie Lu

The Potsdam Conference
	 Alexandra Arndt

The Three-Fifths Compromise: A Mistake
	 Dylan Gryglewski

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire: 
How a Tragedy Sparked Debate and 
Diplomacy in the U.S.
	 Casey Xin

War Over the Toledo Strip
	 Evelyn Grant

JUNIOR DIVISION

15
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JUNIOR DIVISION
Junior Group Website	
19th Amendment
	 Idalia Berry, Libby Carter, Lyla Isaacson, 	
     Sylvia Hawley

Dorothea Dix: The Bill for the Benefit of 
the Indigent and Insane
	 Ellie Clous, Reegan Brock

Enough is Enough: Votes for Women
	 Kaylee Szyndlar, Victoria Thurmand

Freedom Riders: Freedom Isn’t Free
	 Josh Hart, Richard Soto

Japanese Internment Camps: The 
Forgotten Product of Inadequate 
Diplomacy
	 Jack Xu, Karen Zeng, Seojin Lee, Shafia 	
     Mahmood

Resisting Removal: How Native 
Americans in Michigan Retained the 
Rights to Their Land
	 Anya Gadd, Payton Whitlow

Shaping America: The Great Depression
	 Aayushi Parab, Amoga Rakesh Ram, Sayali 	
     Badwaik

The Cuban Missile Crisis: A Diplomatic 
Tightrope
	 Cali VanDyke, Connor DeVries, Hailey 	
      DeVries, Lydia Nieuwenhuis, Nicholas 	
       DeVries

The Kansas-Nebraska Act
	 Alex Potrafke, Joseph Bazzett

The Trojan War
	 Pratyush Pawar, Saikrish Balaji

The War of the Currents
	 Aribel Mills, Benjamin Jollay, Elliana 	     	
	  Cornell, William Boston

U.S. Neutrality in World War I
	 Aldo Hernandez, Hassan Muhsen

When Diplomacy Fails, A Rivalry Begins: 
The “Great” Toledo War
	 Hendrix Tapper, Ian Wesselhoff, Oliver 	
     Anderson
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YOUTH DIVISION
Youth Individual 
Documentary	

Ruby Bridges: Starting the Debate in 
the Classroom	

	 Lucy McLean

The Silent Diplomacy of Emmett Till	
	 Makayla Mulligan

Youth Group 
Documentary
Jackie Robinson: Stealing Bases and 
Breaking the Color Barrier Through 
Diplomacy	
	 Moneo Wozniak, Savannah Harrington

Parading for Justice in Copper Country
	 Hadley Spencer, Ireland Stratton

Women’s Suffrage Debate and 
Diplomacy
	 Hannah Barry, Isabella Foley, Lucy 		
     Sikkema, Navya Bobba, Roxy Barr

Youth Individual 
Exhibit
50th Anniversary of Ping Pong 
Diplomacy	
	 Jacob Orzol

Bridge Life	

	 Kaitlyn Curnalia

King’s Dreams
	 Melody Madden 

Susan la Flesche Picotte: From the 
Reservation to the Doctor’s Office
	 Hannah Weber

Youth Group Exhibit	

The Declaration of Independence	
	 Dominik Hoeft, Jude Starkey

Tuskegee Airmen Debate and 
Diplomacy	

	 Bowie Clark, Evan Perski, John Hudson,        	
     Julian Bunka, Liam Oostveen

Youth Group 
Performance	
The Debate of Prohibition	
	 Henry Dozeman, John Sweetland, Oliver 	
     Sparling, Tessa Hesling

Traveling the Road to Freedom	
	 Alaja Cannaday, Yaretzi Carrillo

Youth Group Website	
Treaty of Versailles: A Failed Attempt At 
World Peace	

	 Alexander Glista, Ian Anderson
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Thank You, Judges!
Dr. Stephanie Anthony

Sophia Arbani

Jared Becker

Leslie Behm

Paul Bielawski

Donald Bilger

Kathleen Bilger

Mark Bilger

Andrea Blaser

Michael Brady

Pamela Brady

Mackenzie Brandel

Leah Buhagiar

Anna Bundt

Mary Burleson

Sharon Carlson

Amy Catanzaro

Maria Chouza-Calo

Tim Constant

Tiffanie Cross

Michael Dahlberg

Roy Green

Ryan Hagel

David Hales

Hillary Hanel Rose

Ginnie Harder

Alyssa Hartley

Sarah B. H. Helferich

Lynn Houghton

Susan Hubbard

Mark Jenkins

Navdeep Kaur

Tammy-Lee Knopp

Rong Kohtz

Paula Kopka

Lance Lewis

Derrick Lockridge

Rita Lockridge

Trico Lutkins

Evelyn Lyzenga

Norman Lyzenga

Kathy Makas

Anita Moncrease

Danielle Ozanich

Erin Pilarski

Hillary Pine

Shannon Pinkster

Kaye Reimers

Justin Reimink

Daniela Richter

Gabrielle Scott

Cheri Szcodronski

Kelly Thompson

Annie Thorn

Tobi Voigt

Deb Wagenaar

Kurt Wanamaker

Laura Wanamaker

Susan Ward

Thank You,  
Student Sponsors!

Alexandra Azanov

Matthew Beattie

John Beck

Erika Berger

Chris Bird

Anna Bourjaily

Cheri Carroll

William Clark

James Cross

Melanie Crow

Lynn D’Angelo

Michelle DeVries

Adam Doud

Deborah Dubois

Brenton Fitzpatrick

Tara Fugate

Elizabeth Gaede

Sandra Gagie

Sarah Gates

Dan Gerbracht

Ginger Hysell

Margaret Isotalo-
Carter

Matt Johnson

Jan Klco

Ashley Laitinen

Carl Lowe

Brent McCall

Joe Meyers

Gunnar Mickelson

Richard Mui

Allison Newell

Russell Norris

Derek Orme

Danielle Ozanich

Zebulon Perrin

Jennifer Quick

Cheryle Redelings

Krystal Renton

Jenny Roebuck

Kristen Roland

Jennifer Saaranen

Julie Sheppard

Brett Sidle

Michelle Slaviero

Angela Stricker

Sharon Sullivan

Mike Tester

Megan Trost

James Ulery Jr

Debra Viles

Cheryl Wesselhoff

Marci Wiesemes

Dustin Worm
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Follow us on social

@michiganhistoryday @michiganhistoryday @mihistoryday

The 2023 theme will be:
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